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Foreword
An international conference "Recent Progress in Algebra" was held at the Korea Advanced Institute of Science and Technology (KAIST) and Korea Institute for Advanced Study (KIAS), Korea, during August 11-15, 1997. This conference was primarily organized by the Research Center of Algebra and its Applications at KAIST which was supported by fundings from the Korea Science and Engineering Foundation (KOSEF).
The purpose of this conference was to bring together the central topics and their progress in algebra, combinatorics, algebraic geometry, and number theory. The conference also served as an impetus for research activities by both young and established Korean mathematicians in these fields. The present volume contains selected papers contributed by participants in the conferences. These papers cover a wide range of topics in the aforementioned areas, which in our opinion reflects the true character of modern algebra.
We are grateful to KOSEF who provided generous fundings for the conference through the Research Center of Algebra and its Applications, and to KIAS for the support of additional fundings during the preparation of the conference.
We gratefully acknowledge the valuable assistance of the members of the Local Organizing Committee, S. Bae, S. Kang, D. Kim, J. Koo, H. Lee, and many graduate students at the Mathematics Department of KAIST for the preparation of the conference. We also wish to thank the participants of the conference for their enthusiasm, and in particular, those who presented excellent talks and contributed papers.
Our special thanks goes to Christine Thivierge from the AMS for the thoughtful assistance during the preparation of this volume, and to many anonymous referees who offered valuable suggestions for the final organization of the manuscripts.
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